62. CURED THE FEVER AND BUNCH
BACK OF KOONPANDYA

Ten generations after Sabhanantha Pandya,
Koon Pandya ruled the Pandyan Kingdom. He defeated
the Chera and Chola kings and ruled all their kingdoms
as the supreme Lord, The Chola king gave his daughter,
Mangayarkarasi in marriage to Koon-Pandya and also
offered several presents to the bridgeroom. He also sent
Kulachiraiyar, a man of noble birth and great erudition
with him. The Pandya was impressed by the sterling
qualities of Kulachiraiyar and made him the Prime
Minister.

The king gave up his belief in Saivism unmindful
of the fact that all his ancestors had sworn by it and Lord
Somasundareswar of Madurai had come to their rescue
in difficult situations and on innumerable occassions. He
came under the influence of Jainism but the Queen and
the Prime Minister continued to follow Saivism though
they could not exhibit their leanings in public. They
prayed to Lord Somasundareswara to wean the king
away from his new faith and make him return to the old
and time-honoured one.

At that time, a Saivaite pilgrim came to Madurai
from Chidambaram to worship Lord Somasundareswara.
He told the queen and the Prime Minister that in
Sirkhazhi in Thanjavur District, a Brahmin named
Sivapadha Hrudayar had a son named Thirugnaana
Sambanthar, who, in his third year, was fed by Goddess
Parvathi with her milk, with the result that he had been